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DEACON’S GALAXY 

          Deacon’s Galaxy – December 2021 

It does not seem possible that 2021 is mostly in the 

rearview mirror at this point. Christmas is just around 

the corner. Where did the year go? It was definitely 

busier that the last one. But we still have our 

challenges. 

As I sat down to write this, what occurred to me was 

John Lennon’s “And So This Is Christmas.” It begins 

talking about another year over and a new one just 

begun. Does it not seem like that happens so much 

faster than when we were younger? You blink and it 

is a new year. 

Not to burst anyone’s bubble but the date for 

Christmas was set by Pope Julian I in about 350 A.D. 

People will argue when Jesus was actually born. The 

record keeping at that time was essentially 

nonexistent. So, we simply do not know. Some 

postulate that the Church used this as an opportunity 

to “Christianize” pagan feasts. Maybe that is so. 

Regardless, it is a stroke of genius. 

We celebrate Christmas just before the end of the 

calendar year. It calls us to a reckoning of how we 

have been through the past year. Is that not what we 

are teaching our children when we tell them that 

Santa knows who is naughty and who is nice? Our 

Orthodox brothers and sisters used to celebrate 

Christmas on January 7. Some still do. That is a good 

way to begin the year as well. 

Christmas reminds us that God loved us so much that 

He chose to become one of us. Sometimes, just 

existing seems to be a great challenge. So, if God 

accepted that challenge, it is a sign to us that we can 

do the same. Let us allow God’s love to recharge us, 

to impel us, to drive us in all that we do. 

The Spirit of Christmas is love. Whether it is the birth 

of Jesus or the celebration of Santa Claus, love is at 

the core. So, what could be wrong with that? 

Merry Christmas (or as we say in the old tongue 

“Nollaig Shona Daoibh”) and most blessed New 

Years! 

Deacon Mike 

GRAND KNIGHT’S GALAXY 

      Worthy Brother Knights All: 

December is upon us and the Holiday Season is in full 

swing. I would like to thank all of my brother Knights 

who attended our Memorial Mass for our recently 

departed brother Knights. It was good to see that it 

was so well attended. Our sock-glove-hat drive will 

be getting underway shortly. Details will be 

forthcoming and don't forget our Knight at the Races 

will be January 28, 2022. This event has been well 

attended in the past and I am looking forward to 

another sell-out. Brother Tim Jacob will be looking 

for volunteers for all of the positions needed to make 

this a success. I hope that you and your families have 

a Blessed Christmas and a Healthy Happy New Year. 

 

Vivat Jesus, GK Ron Morra 
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TREASURER’S GALAXY 

          Our treasurer, Bro. Paul Fabrizio, submits the 

following report for the month of November, 2021:  

$15,442.94 prior bank balance, $3,977.75 income, 

$1,950.12 expenses, $17,470.57 balance, $3,484.25 

committed funds, $13,986.32 funds available.   

 

The Bishop’s Project balance in our treasury stands at 

$1,284.25. We have committed funds of $1,200.00 

for our four seminarians; and $1,000.00 for the rent of 

Biedenbach Hall.           

 

Over the past month, the Council made the following 

donations: $1,200.00 – four seminarians ($300 each) 

$100.00 – Guest House; $50.00 – Gr. Pgh. Comm. 

Food Bank. Our total for the 2021-22 fiscal year 

stands at $10,293.43. This total does not reflect any 

Bishop Project funds.  

 

THE BISHOP’S PROJECT 

          This year is turning out much better than last 

year when coronavirus played havoc with our plans 

since March, 2020. We were not able to have the 

Annual Penny Drive in any of our churches and we 

were not able to hold any Tootsie Roll Drives. Now 

that the churches are open to all again and the super 

markets have no restrictions, we have been able to 

resume our efforts in building the Bishop’s Project 

funds.  

 

Our first effort was a Tootsie Roll Drive held on Oct. 

9, 2021 from 10:00 am - 4:00 pm at the Shop & Save 

in Wilkins. We were able to collect $630.50 in this 

effort.  

 

Our second effort was a Tootsie Roll Drive on Nov. 

6, 2021 at Kuhn’s Market on Beulah Road. The 

income from this effort was $503.75.    

 

A special Knights thank you is extended to Bro. Greg 

Blake, our chairman, for all of his efforts in making  

these 2 drives a great success. A special Knights 

thank you is extended to all of those brothers who 

took time out of their schedules to collect the funds. I 

do not have all of the names, but you know who you 

are and we thank you!  

 

Bro. Blake will be scheduling more drives in the near 

future. Contact him at melgregjoel1700@verizon.net 

to volunteer for a slot.   

 

You should have received Christmas seals in the mail. 

Please note that, when you make your donation, you 

need to enter 4925 under the Council number in order 

for us to receive credit for the donation.  

 

Christmas seals were distributed at the masses at St. 

Susanna on Nov. 27-28, 20921 and at St. Bernadettes 

on Dec. 4-5, 2021. Hopefully we will receive many 

donations from this process. Our chairman, Bro. 

Bernie Alfer, made a great effort in securing the seals 

and assuring their distribution at the masses. If you 

are one of the brothers who helped in the distribution 

process, we thank you very much. A huge Knights 

thank you is extended to Bro. Alfer for all of his 

efforts.   

 

If you would like to make a personal donation to the 

project, brothers may go to the web site at 

http://www.bishopsprojectkofc.org/donate to make a 

financial donation and note that you are from Council 

4925. You may also send your donation directly to 

Gary L. Williard, BP Treasurer, 54 Florence Dr., 

Pittsburgh, PA 15220. 

 

ADVENT PARTY RECAP 

          The Council was able to bring back the Annual 

Advent Party after a one-year hiatus due to the 

coronavirus. On Dec. 17, 2021, thirty-eight brothers, 

wives/significant others met at Pugliano’s Restaurant 

for an evening of fine food, potent potables and great 

brotherhood. The evening began with hors d’oeuvres 

consisting of antipasto, fried zucchini, stuffed banana 

peppers, and polenta. This was followed by a very 

fine repast consisting of stuffed shells, penne in vodka 

sauce, bowtie pasta with vegetables, eggplant parm, 

chicken romano, salmon, and prime rib. What a feast! 

The cost of entry of $30 a person also garnered you 

two drink tickets a person. After dinner, the chairman 

of the event, Bro. Pete Bobich, led the group in a  
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medley of Christmas songs and hymns. The event was 

enjoyed by all who attended. A special Knights thank 

you is extended to Bro. Bobich for all of his efforts in 

making this an enjoyable evening.  

 

FOOTBALL SWEEPS 

          I am happy to announce that the Council has 

had two winners in the first 6 weeks of the program.  

Bro. Pete Bobich won $180 and Erin McClendon won 

$80. Congratulations to Bro. Pete and to Erin (who 

bought her ticket from Bro. Pete). It is only fitting as 

Bro. Pete was responsible for the selling of 120 of the 

282 tickets that were sold by the Council.    

 

CHRISTMAS BASKET PROGRAM 

          This year’s Christmas Basket Project was a 

huge success through the efforts of our co-chairmen, 

Bro. Ross Zappa and Bro. Steve Meredith. Bro. 

Zappa had been purchasing the canned items 

throughout the year and storing them at St. 

Bernadettes. Bro. Meredith purchased the produce 

and bread on Dec. 17, 2021 and Bro. Zappa 

purchased the turkeys and chickens. On Dec. 16-17, 

2021, Bro Meredith oversaw the making of the boxes, 

and the filling of the boxes. On Dec. 18, 2021, our co-

chairs oversaw the distribution of the boxes. A very 

special Knights thank you is extended to Bro. Zappa 

and Bro. Meredith for all of their efforts in making 

the project a success. This year we were able to 

provide meals to 58 families and our excess was 

donated to a local food bank. We would like to thank 

those brothers who time out of their busy schedules to 

help with the process. I do not have a list, but you 

know who you are.  

 

OUR INSURANCE AGENT 

         We still do not have a field agent. In the interim,  

you may contact Ross Conklin, General Agent, at 

Ross.Conklin@kofc.org or call 412-729-2709. 

Remember our agents are here to serve us. The 

Knights of Columbus enjoy the highest rating from 

A.M. Best.  

 

WEB SITE   WWW.KofC4925.ORG    

          Bro. John Prazenica does a fantastic job in  

keeping the site current. So, add prayer requests, read 

old issues of The Compass dating back to 2006, have 

access to the chairmen of our various projects, and 

find links to various sites of interest. The News & 

Announcements and the Events Calendar are updated 

and changed regularly so bookmark this site so you 

may visit it regularly. Recently the minutes of our  

meeting and the treasurer report have been added to 

the site. A very big Knights thank you is  

extended to Bro. John Prazenica, for all of his hard 

work and time spent in maintaining the site.  

 

KNIGHT AT THE RACES 

          The Council is pleased to announce that the 

Knight at the Races will return on Jan. 28, 2021 at the 

Lourdes Center. We were not able to hold the event 

last year due to coronavirus. The ticket fee will be 

$15 which will get you entry, food, beer, wine and 

dessert. You can purchase a horse for $10. There will 

be a 50/50 and a Chinese Auction. We are happy to 

announce that the Council has been approved to be a 

PayPal Confirmed Charity. Registration for the event 

will be done through the PayPal process. Complete 

details will be in next month’s newsletter. A special 

Knights thank you is extended to Frank Bozevich and 

Bro. John Prazenica for their work in getting the 

process approved.  

 

COUNCIL DUES 

           Our financial secretary, Bro. Ross Zappa, 

reports there are still about 17 brothers who have not  

paid their 2021 dues. At least two notices have been 

sent to these brothers requesting payment. If you are 

one of them, please submit your dues in the amount of 

$24 to Bro. Ross Zappa, 386 Willow Hedge Dr., 

Monroeville, PA 15146.  

 

GOOD & WELFARE 

          The Council has received thank you notes from 

the Greater Pgh. Comm. Food Bank, Seminarian 

Chris McMullen, and the Our Lady of Victory student 

who received a TAP scholarship for our recent 

donations.  

 

A special Knights thank you is extended to all brother  
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Knights who helped with the Thanksgiving Dinner at 

St. Bernadettes on Nov. 25, 2021. While attendance 

was down this year (probably due to coronavirus), all 

who attended had a very enjoyable time and everyone 

commented on how delicious all of the food was.  

 

The Annual Memorial Mass was held on Nov. 28, 

2021 at St. Bernadettes Church. The Council 

remembered six brothers who passed in 2020-21: Bro. 

Vincent Ventresca, Bro. Rev. Walter Soban, Bro. 

Michael Lynch, Bro. Burley Hartin, Bro. Mark  

DeFabio and Bro. Paul DeSabato. A special Knights 

thank you is extended to Bro. Denis Marney for 

arranging for the mass.   

 

The Council will be running a SGH (Socks, Gloves,  

Hats) Drive this winter. The co-chairs are Bro. Brian 

Zeik and Bro Pete Bobich. Our hope is to distribute 

the donations of these items to the homeless 

population this February. Bro. Zeik has barrels ready 

to be placed in the back of each church to collect the 

items for the homeless starting on Dec. 26, 2021 

masses at St. Bernadettes and St. Suzannas.   

 

Bro. Ron Morra, our Grand Knight, had a heart 

catheterization on Nov. 22, 2021 and a stent was 

placed in one of his arteries. The procedure was a 

success and Bro. Ron is back full tilt.  

 

Bro. Santi Alvarez had surgery on his esophagus on 

Dec. 13, 2021 at Shadyside Hospital. He came home 

on Dec. 14, 2021 and is recovering from the surgery. 

Please add him to your prayer list.  

 

The Council has received awards from Supreme for 

food for families recognizing our Christmas Basket 

Project and the RSVP to recognize our support of 

Vocations and our seminarians.  

 

A Knights thank you is extended to Bro. Ken Barth 

who supplied candy bags from the Girl Scouts to be 

included in our Christmas Baskets.  

 

Bro. Matt Valentine will arrange dates for our Penny 

Drive with Fr. Conway. Plans to update the name will 

be discussed at a future meeting.  

 

Bro. John Webster explained the Holy Hour to be 

held at St. Bernadettes on Feb. 3, 2022 to promote the 

Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist and the  

Sanctity of Life. He requested that the Knights help 

with this effort with a $500 donation for music and 

refreshments. A motion was made and seconded and 

it was passed.  

 

The Dec. 27, 2021 meeting is cancelled due to the 

holidays.  

 

Bro. Anthony Pulleo reports that the Annual Golf 

Outing has been set for Saturday, June 11, 2022 at the 

Murrysville Golf Course.  

 

The next State Convention has been set for May 12-

15, 2022.  

 

Bro. Ed McDermott is in charge of sending get well 

wishes to brothers who may be experiencing sickness.  

If you know of anyone who is sick, please contact  

him at 412-823-6393 or email at 

edwardmcdermott70@gmail.com and he will send get 

well wishes for our Council.  

 

If you are a veteran of our military services or you  

know of a veteran who is in need of physical or 

mental health, please call the VA Help Line at 1-800- 

273-8255.   

 

The Council still has a large number of magnets. If 

you would like to purchase a He Is Risen Magnet or  

a Keep Christ in Christmas Magnet, please contact  

our chairman, Bro. Robert Schnelbach at 412-915-

9075 or email to schnels@verizon.net  Magnets make 

a nice gift. 

 

The winner of the 50/50 on Nov. 22, 2021 was Bro. 

Bernie Alfer - $26. The winner of the 50/50 on Dec. 

13, 2021 was Bro. Peter Bobich - $35.   

 

NECROLOGY FOR DECEMBER 
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Remembering Our Deceased Brothers 

December 1, 2017 Robert A. Barringer         

December 3, 2010 C. Adam Santavicca        

December 6, 2013 PGK Frank J. Pugliano     

December 8, 2010 Barry J. Quinones            

December 9, 1998 John C. Gold                    

December 11, 1994 Frank A. DeCenzo, Jr.    

December 12, 2020 Mark C. DeFabio            

December 13, 2018 Leonard P. Damratowski  

December 16, 1979 Elmer Delmonaco          

December 21, 1993 Jesse E. Behe                 

December 21, 2015 Regis F. Reinersmann    

December 22, 1993 Robert S. Nocivelli         

December 24, 1999 Francis L. Gyke             

December 24, 2017 Louis Borelle, Jr.           

December 27, 2018 Edward J. Kosar            

December 1986 PGK Richard Clements 

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them! May their souls and  

the souls of all of our dearly departed brothers rest in  

peace. 

 

SICK LIST: Gwen Wurdak, Whitney Burke, Kathie 

Burke, Eugene Halterlein, Tara Halterlein, Selina 

Halterlein, Ron Morra, Nancy Miller, Kathy 

Mulkerin, Janice Ciorra, Kathy Odelious, Joan 

Varlotta, Tim Chandler,  Carmen Wurdak, Robert 

Bollinger, Rick Varlotta, Joe Balcik, George Baker, 

Alyson Baker, Harold O’Toole, Karen McDermott, 

Emily Fisher, Martha Burgman, William Brasher, 

Baby DeLuca-Gowdy, Bess Biamonte, Joe Burke III, 

Bernie Alfer,  Mike Olsen, Leo Hajdukiewicz, 

William Walding, Frank Steiner, Cathy Zottle, Carrie 

Hetrick, Joe Gurski, Elizabeth Lovic, Lonnie Silver, 

Dorothy Kelly, Joe Pect, Lisa Hadac, Ben Pusateri, 

Iris Moreo, Erin Smyers, Mike Balino, Rocco Muffi, 

Robert Condrac, Dennis Marney, Joan Syrek, Dee 

Wiederstein, Jude Halterlein, Jerry Burgman, Judy 

Novak, Rich DePaulis, Kathy Tucek, Ted Novak, 

Debbie Sundo, Mercedes Rafferty, Debbie Simpkin, 

Hudson Donahue, Ron Hagen, Bob Alfer, Jim 

Marshall, Dave Fennessy, Ned Cash, and Patricia 

Sasselli.  

 

DECEASED: Raymond Westbrook, Vincent Tocci, 

Ronald Repak, Robert Adams, Dan Kelly, Dorothy 

Kelly, Denise Ross, James Stanulis, Chuck 

Liberatore, Richard Mellick, David DiTommaso, 

Richard Manning, Thomas Palmieri, Mark Heckman, 

Steve Miller, Rocco Morra, Gail Pristera, Teresa 

Giamelli, Bernie Jean Halterlein, Ron Markowski, 

Margaret Mackowick, Lois Lewis, Ted Eazor, Helen 

Dorcak, Renee Constant, Jane Bobich, Louis 

DeFabio, Elsa Mazivitch, William White, Andrew 

Galistio, Paul DeSabato, Rich Wren, Mary Ann 

Vecchio, Ray Urban, Kevin McFadden, Dan Balcik, 

Jeff Elizeus, Carol Marney, Eileen Bartoli, Domenick 

Capecci, Vince Brunotts, Raymond Sasselli, Lucy 

Clement, Lucille Knecktal, Mark DeFabio, and Mark 

Wilmotte.  

           

Eternal rest grant unto them oh Lord and may  

perpetual light shine upon them. May their souls and 

all of the souls of our dearly departed rest in peace.  

 

Brothers, please plan on attending our in-person 

meeting on January 24, 2022 in Biedenbach Hall. 

There will be an officer meeting on Jan. 10, 2022 in 

Biedenbach Hall. Brothers, keep safe and keep 

praying!   Merry Christmas and a Happy, Healthy 

New Year to all of our brothers and their families. 

Remember the reason for the season!  

 

Vivat, Jesus – Paul 
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